. The ESI-MS patterns of Ag 44 and Ag 17 were similar to those reported in previous works [1] [2] [3] . A series of peaks without Ag isotopic patterns were observed and they were likely associated with inorganic ions such as Na + and NO 3 -in the reaction mixture. As shown in the figures, these peaks were regularly spaced by 85 Da corresponding to the molecular weight of NaNO 3 . The main peaks are therefore assigned to species containing multiple NaNO 3 and an extra Na + or NO 3 -to give positive or negative charge, respectively. The intensities of the peaks associated with the (NaNO 3 ) x NO 3 -and (NaNO 3 ) x Na + ions decreased during the reaction process ( 
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